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WASHINGTON--U.S. Representative Kika de la Garza denounced the murder
of former McAllen resident U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel James N. Rowe
in the Philippines, calling it "A shameless act by wanton criminals against
an honored citizen of the United States. 1I
Rep de la Garza said today "Lt.
yesterday in the Philippines where he
Army. II
Col James Rowe was shot and killed
was stationed on behalf of the U.S.
Congressman de 1a Garza continued "I do not know who is responsible
for this despicable act against a man whom I proudly call a friend and
whose McAllen family I have known for many, many years."
De la Garza has sent an international telegram directly to Philippine
President Corazon Aquino urging continuance of her vigorous efforts in
apprehending and punishing the party or parties who are responsible for
Lt. Col. Rowe's death.
Lt. Col. Rowe was fondly known by his friends as "Nikki", and his
family were long-time McAllen residents. Former U. S. Representative of
the 15th Congressional District, Joe M. Kilgore, had nominated Nikki Rowe
for appointment to the Army Military Academy at West Point, New York.
After graduation he went on to serve his country during the Vietnam War.
Remembering his beloved constituent and friend, Rep de la Garza said
"Nikki Rowe distinguished himself in combat during the Vietnam War and
he heroically escaped the North Vietnamese after several years as a prisoner
of war."
"Nikki was an American hero and it cuts us
of his murder at the hands of unknown assassins
home here with us," de 1a Garza said.
to the quick to learn
so many miles from his
Details surrounding the ambush on Lt. Col. Rowe are sketchy at this
point. Rep de la Garza is in contact with high-level Army officials from
the Pentagon in an effort to stay abreast of the investigation into this
killing.
Lt. Col. Rowe's mother and father are deceased.
Rowe, lives in the Philippines and it is reported that
to the U.S. for a memorial service and interment
Arlington National Cemetery.
His wife, Susan
she will corne back
ceremonies in the
"Nikki is gone and we cannot bring him hack, II Rep de 1a Garza said,
"And I will continue to urge the Philippines Government to move with all
speed in finding those who have taken our friend and patriot away from
us. 11
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